
Durham Catholic District School Board 
 

 
 
MINUTES of the OPEN SESSION of the DURHAM CATHOLIC PARENT 
INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING of the Durham Catholic District School Board 
which was held at the Catholic Education Centre on Wednesday, February 20, 2013. 
 
 
Committee Members   Staff Present            Regrets 
Trevor Aitcheson  Mitch LePage, Resource Nancy Carpenter 
Dyan Cato  Lorrie MacIntosh  Beth Hawkins    
Tricia Chapman      Tina Henry 
Theresa Corless, Trustee       Daphne Pereira 
Sharmaine Doyle 
Roxanne Horwitz, Chair 
Christopher Leahy, Trustee  
Rose LoPresti  
Mary Ann Martin, Trustee  
Jim McGrorey     
Tina Newth        
Daphne Pereira 
Donna Simpson 
Margaret Stack  
    
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Item a.1  Opening Prayer 
 
 Superintendent LePage offered the opening prayer. 
 
Item a.2  Welcome and Courtesies 
 
Chair Horwitz called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and welcomed everyone.    
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Item b.1 Changes to Printed Agenda 
 
Chair Horwitz amended the agenda to allow item f.1 to begin at 8:00 p.m. 
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Item b.2 Approval of Agenda 
 
Motion No. DCPIC0220-01    Approval of Agenda 
 
Moved by J. McGrorey, seconded by T. Aitcheson   
 

“THAT the Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee approve the 
February 20, 2013 Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee Meeting 
Agenda as amended.” 

 
Carried 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Next meeting:  Thursday, April 4, 2013 
 
ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 
 
Item d.1 Approval and Signing of Minutes of the Open Session of the Durham 

Catholic Parent Involvement Committee Meeting of January 10, 2013  
 
Motion No. DCPIC0220-02    Approval of Minutes 
 
Moved by J. McGrorey, seconded by S. Doyle 
 

“THAT the Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee approve the Minutes 
of the January 10, 2013 Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee 
Meeting as submitted.” 

 
Carried 

 
 
Item d.2 Business Arising from the Open Session of the Durham Catholic 

Parent Involvement Meeting of January 10, 2013  
 
None. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Item e.1 OAPCE 
 
Orlanda Sousa from OAPCE presented an overview of the OAPCE organization to the 
committee followed by a question and answer period.  She encouraged all parents to 
visit their website www.oapce.on.ca and also attend the Annual OAPCE Conference in 
Peterborough May 24-25, 2013. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Item f.1 School Fundraising 
 
While a preliminary discussion took place at the January 10th DCPIC meeting, given the 
late hour, it was determined that this matter would be discussed at the February 
meeting.   Trustee Leahy discussed sharing fund raising funds between schools and 
asked the committee and parents for their input.  Superintendent LePage provided an 
overview of the Board’s Fundraising Policy and then facilitated a small group discussion 
on the subject.  Each group was asked to consider the subject of fundraising and to 
present a summary of their discussions (attached). 
 
Item f.2 DCPIC Financial Records Update 
 
Superintendent LePage provided the committee with an updated Financial Report 
(attached).  A memo will be sent to all principals and school council chairs regarding the 
School PRO funds and the Parent Involvement funds outlining expectations and 
timelines.  Chair Horwitz asked the committee members to follow-up with their schools.  
Superintendent LePage will follow up with the principals. The discussion regarding the 
expenditure of available funds will be added to the agenda for next month. 
 
Item f.3 DCPIC Meeting Dates 
 
J. McGrorey requested that the committee move the meeting dates to the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month.  Superintendent LePage spoke to the Board calendar that was 
approved by Trustees and is in the public domain.  This item will be deferred to the next 
meeting.  Chair Horwitz requested the addition of a meeting in June. 
 
Motion No. DCPIC0220-03    Additional Meeting 
 
Moved by J. McGrorey, seconded by D. Cato 
 

“THAT the Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee approve an 
additional meeting of June 11, 2013.” 

 
Carried 

 
 
Item f.4 Support for DCPIC attendance at the 2013 OAPCE Conference 
 
Chair Horwitz proposed that the DCPIC provide funding for all DCPIC members to 
attend the OAPCE Conference on May 24-25, 2013 in Peterborough.   
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Motion No. DCPIC0220-04    OAPCE Conference Support 
 
Moved by J. McGrorey, seconded by D. Cato 
 

“THAT the Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee approve the funding 
for all DCPIC members to attend the OAPCE Conference May 24-25, 2013 in 
Peterborough.” 

 
Carried 

 
 
Item f.5 People for Education 2013 School Survey 
 
Chair Horwitz encouraged all parents to respond to the People for Education Survey.  
Superintendent LePage will follow up with principals.   
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/research/school-surveys/ 
 
REPORTS/INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Item g.1 STANDING ITEMS 
 
Item g.1.1 Chair’s Report 
 
Chair Horwitz provided an overview of her report (attached). 
 
Item g.1.2 Trustees Report 
 
Trustee Leahy shared with the committee the current bus pass situation facing the 
Board.  The Region has increased the cost of bus passes by 50% which will affect 
secondary school transportation as the Board currently covers the cost of bus passes 
for students living in a transporting area.   
 
Item g.1.3 Resource Report 
 
Superintendent LePage provided information on the following items: 
 

 Two schools will be closing, St. Anthony Daniel C.S. and St. Marguerite 
Bourgeoys C.S.  The Board will be consolidating Our Lady of the Bay and Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Schools into one new Catholic elementary school (location 
pending); 

 Current issue with bus passes for secondary students living in a transporting 
area as noted in the Trustee’s Report; and 

 The Board budget process for 2013-2014 school year has begun. A proposed 
framework is coming to the Board for approval on Monday. 
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Item g.1.4 Policies and Administrative Procedures for Feedback 
 
Superintendent LePage informed the committee that there are a number of policies and 
administrative procedures that continue to be available for public input on the Board 
website.  
 
Item g.1.5 OAPCE Update 
 
The OAPCE Conference will be held May 24 – 25th in Peterborough funding will be 
provided to DCPIC members. 
 
Item g.1.6 Strategic Plan 
 
No update.   
 
Item g.1.7 PRO Grant Sub-Committee Report 
 
C. Sampson provided the committee with an overview of the committee’s progress 
(attached).  C. Sampson will forward committee minutes to all DCPIC members.   
 
Item g.1.8 Communications Sub-Committee Report 
 
Superintendent LePage will follow-up and distribute Communications Committee 
minutes to DCPIC members. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.  

 
Motion No. DCPIC0220-05  Adjournment 

  
Moved by T. Newth, seconded by T. Aitcheson   

 
“THAT the Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee meeting of  
Wednesday, February 20, 2013 adjourn.” 

 
Carried 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   __________________________ 
Roxanne Horwitz      Mitch LePage 
Chair, Durham Catholic Parent     Superintendent of Education 
Involvement Committee  
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DURHAM CATHOLIC PARENT INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE 

 CHAIR’S REPORT 

TO: DCPIC, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, SCHOOL CHAIRS AND PARENTS 

FROM: ROXANNE HORWITZ 

SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 2013 REPORT

DATE: FEBRUARY 20, 2013 
  

As the newly elected chair for the DCPIC (as of January 10, 2013), it is my hope that we continue to follow 
the mandate and responsibilities of our committee as set in our bylaws. Some examples outlined in Section 3: 

 to support, encourage, and enhance meaningful parent engagement at the board level 

 to improve student achievement and well-being; 

 to determine, in consultation with the director of education, how ministry funding, if any, for parent 
engagement initiatives is to be allocated 

 to share effective practices to help engage parents in their children’s learning, identify and reduce 
barriers to parent engagement, and help ensure that schools are welcoming to parents; 

 to support initiatives that help build knowledge and skills that will assist the PIC and school councils 
of the board with their work. 

It is important that we are accountable and transparent to our school community, and that we share 
information in a timely manner. We achieve this by seeking input, providing meeting and financial reports, 
and being available to our local schools and our parents at large. I look forward to working with such a 
committed group of people!  

 

February Report 

 Financial Records 
a) Superintendent LePage will be providing the financial update in his Resource report today. 

Depending on the balance of the DCPIC funds and the deadlines, we as a group need to 
determine what we can spend it on to support our parents/schools.  

b) Need to determine how many schools have spent the $500 given to each school council – we 
need to contact schools who have not yet submitted any claims to the board office 

c) Need to determine how many schools have received PRO Grant funds, and if all of it was spent 
– if there are extra funds, we need to determine what to we can allocate it towards… 

d) Some ideas with funds: welcome folders for all school councils, establish newsletters (quarterly), 
training courses for parents to help them with their children’s learning, DCPIC technology 
equipment, aiding schools in need for breakfast programs/ coats, other necessities….. 

e) Mileage Reimbursement for DCPIC members – remind all members that all regular and 
subcommittee meetings and conferences are approved to be reimbursed. Please submit claims to 
Lorrie indicating dates, to and from location, number of km – with name, signature and date on 
document. I will send an email to every parent member that shows a sample document of what I 
send in to Lorrie.  

 
 OAPCE 
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a) Thank you to Orlanda for the presentation on OAPCE today. Let’s please continue to share with 
all parents what OAPCE does, and also to invite them to the upcoming conference. 

b) I have reserved 10 rooms at the Holiday Inn in Peterborough for the May 24-25 OAPCE 
Conference. We need to determine how many DCPIC members are attending. If we need more 
rooms, we need to book soon as availability is limited.  

c) Need to vote on conference funding for DCPIC, with hotel and mileage reimbursement 
included. Need to get numbers of attendees from our DCPIC.  

d) OAPCE rebate --. I have applied for rebate which is approximately $900 given to us by OAPCE. 
It is 30% of the fees paid by our board.  

 
 Community Representatives 

a)  The nominations committee is currently working on the process. Currently, we are determining 
all formats of advertising the available positions – such as local newspaper ads, parish bulletins, 
board and school websites, social media, mass announcement 

b) Durham region newspaper ad --- The cost for a one-time classified ad ¼ page, black/white 
would be $2917.20+HST. For a 1/6 page (which could be tight for space depending on how 
detailed the ad would be) the cost would be $1989.00+HST. We need to vote on this.  

c) The nominations committee is also developing criteria and application form before it can be 
advertised.  

d) The selection process will take place in March, and we hope to formally approve the community 
representatives in the April 4 DCPIC meeting.  

 
 DCPIC Representative Per School  

a) As a committee with currently 14 parent members, we have divided up the 47 schools in our 
board, to personally look after, and be their primary contact. It works out to be about 3 schools 
for each DCPIC parent member. Once, the community representatives are selected, they will be 
given schools to represent.  

b) There is a spreadsheet that shows which members and schools are together. This information 
will also be posted on our website. All school councils have been approached by the DCPIC 
member about this more personal partnership.  

c) By committing to this approach, we hope to make it easier for our schools to reach out to the 
DCPIC, and for our committee members to make it simpler to foster relationships (when we can 
concentrate on 3-4 schools)  

 
 DCPIC website 

a) Our website is almost finished. It is in fact, available to view at www.dcpic.ca . But please note 
that all information is not updated or complete yet. We hope to finish in the next few weeks.  

b) The communications subcommittee is also working on a logo for the DCPIC. 
c) The cost for annual subscription for this website is $15.  
d) The DCPIC website will be linked at each school’s website and also at the board’s website. 

 
 Meeting Dates 

a) Our last meeting date this year is for May. However, we have typically had meetings in June. 
There is a need for this additional meeting due to the many projects and work we are doing.  

b) Need to add motion for a meeting in June for either June 6 or 13.  
 

 Term Limits 
a) Reminder for everyone to submit their preference for term limits for either 1 year or 2 years.  
b) These are 2 year term limits so far for: Roxanne, Tina N and Rose  
c) These are 1 year term limits so far for: Margaret, Tricia 
d) We need to have 7 members for 2 year terms and 7 members for 1 year terms 










